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The opening words of the Gospel reading from St Matthew today announce its central theme: 
Jesus, born of Mary, is the Messiah, long awaited by the Jewish people and prophesised in the 
Jewish Scriptures. At a first reading Joseph appears to have a more prominent place in this 
account than Mary; we hear how he was sho

to the as
of the events leading up the birth of Jesus clearly revolves around Mary and the child to whom 
she will give birth.  

miraculous, not brought about by an act of man but through the life-giving power of the Holy 
Spirit. Because Jesus has no earthly father, only his heavenly, eternal Father, he is truly Son of 
God, and because he is born of Mary, he is truly human. Mary provides the eternal Son of God 
with his human nature, through her God is with us, in her son, our saviour. If Jesus had not been 

would not have been able to redeem humanity. The name 

brought about by her son. 

virgin will conceive and give birth 

is more than the fulfilment of certain prophecies in the Jewish Scriptures; through her, a Jewess, 
all the promises made to Isr

race (cf. Judith 13:18) and the truest image of the Church, for through her, Jesus, the Messiah, is 
God among us. 

(Reflection given by Sr Cathy of 



CHRISTMAS MASSES: 

:  
Dear brothers and sisters, i
today we will consider the transformative power of the Resurrection. In our society, sadness and 
desperation are overwhelming countless individuals who struggle to find meaning in their lives. 
On the way to Emmaus, we see that the disciples were also disheartened, for they had just 
witnessed the apparent destruction of their hope. After breaking bread with them, the Lord 
disappeared from their sight, yet their souls were inundated with an unexpected and joyful 
realization: Christ is truly risen! The Lord wishes to do the same for us, by dispelling any sadness 
and desperation that we may be feeling. Let us contemplate, therefore, the glorious wounds of 
Jesus that attest to his merciful love for us and allow ourselves to be renewed by the joy of the 
Resurrection. 

THE BIG CHRISTMAS CLEAN: On Monday 22nd December at 10.30am, we will be cleaning 
the church ready for Christmas. Teas, coffees and mince pies will be provided. Please come and 
help if you can, more hands make light work.  

CHRISTMAS EVE CAROL CONCERT: On Wed 24th Dec, Xmas Eve, children are invited 
to join Michelle in the choir loft by 5.45 pm to sing with the choir. Please bring water and bells!

NOVEMBER DEAD LISTS: The November dead list money has been counted and raised 
£1,645 for Aid To The Church In Need who will ensure that Masses for the Holy Souls are said 
in different churches around the world who are struggling financially. Many thanks.  

PILGRIMAGE TO ROME/ASSISI IN OCTOBER 2026: we are hoping to have a parish 
pilgrimage next year to Rome and Assisi. The dates are not confirmed yet, but we are looking at 
October but outside of the half term holiday which is the last week of October. We will have 
more information in January, but please register your interest by sending us an email, so as to 
enable us to notify you the moment we have dates/cost and itinerary. If you have already emailed 
us, please do so again, just to be on the safe side . 

MARRIAGE SUPPORT OVER CHRISTMAS: Retrouvaille helps marriages. It can bring 
hope and healing to relationships. Next date: 12th February 2026.  www.retrouvaille.org.uk Tel: 
07887 296983 

CFDN: Saturday Morning Club. We have a warm and friendly group of adults with special 

once a month, to lend a hand or just spend some time socialising with our members.  For further 
information please call Helen Wilson 07368316716 or leave your details with the Parish office.  

Wednesday 24th December Christmas Eve carol service 
followed by Mass

6.00pm
6.30pm

Midnight Mass carol service 8.30pm 
Followed by Midnight Mass 9.00pm 

Thursday 25th December Christmas Day 8.00am 
Christmas Day 9.30am 
Christmas Day  11.30am 



MUSIC WORKSHOP: On Saturday 31st January at 12noon in the church, we will be having a 

anyone who might be interested in joining us. You will be most welcome. 

CONTACTLESS CARD DONATION TERMINAL: We now have a self-service, contactless 
card donation terminal. You can use it to make Parish Donations, offertory and second collection 
contributions, and to pay for candles and repository items. The contactless card donation terminal 
also helps you to Gift Aid your donations. For those who are taxpayers, we want to appeal to you 
to consider to Gift Aid your donations, as this will help us claim extra 25% from HMRC at no 
extra cost for you. What this means is that, for every £1 you donate to the church, HMRC gives 
the church 25p extra. The contactless card donation terminal is located in the parish porch. Fr 
Jude will be available to help for those who will need assistance to navigate the contactless card 
donation terminal. 

INSTAGRAM: St Mary Mother of God is now on Instagram. We are thrilled to extend our 
community presence to social media, and we invite you all to follow us for updates, news, and 
parish content. This new platform will allow us to connect with more people, share our journey, 
and keep everyone informed about the latest events and activities happening in our parish. Feel 
free to follow us @stmaryshornchurch and engage with our posts. We look forward to seeing 
you there and growing our online community together. 

VACANCIES: 
Headteacher - . Deadline for applic: 12noon, Tues 6/1/26 
Headteacher  . Deadline for applic: 17:00, Fri 9/1/26
Headteacher  . Deadline for 
applications: 12:00 (noon), Friday 16th January 2026 
Headteacher- Holy Family Primary School, Benfleet. Deadline for applic: 09:00, Wed 28/1/26

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK IN OUR PARISH at home and in hospital, especially: 
Ashley Baptist, Angelina Bush, Ruth Carroll, Anna Gawlik, Malcolm Hilton, Evelyn Hughes, 
James Goldfinch, Sajy Joseph, Bill, Paul & Margaret Lodge, Patricia Magson nee Shanahan, 
Lyndsey McCauley, Luiz Eduardo Mota, Margeruite Nolan, Eleanor O'Connell, Baby Shae 

Claire Ramm, Phil & Tony Reid, Paul Ridley, Paul 
Hiscock & Anne Sullivan. 

FINANCES: You can make a payment into our bank account, either as a one off, by a regular 
Standing Order or by scanning the below QR codes. The details are as follows: 
Account Name:  Catholic Church Hornchurch St. Mary Mother of God 
Account Number: 51019058 
Sort Code:   40-13-22  

  
  

  

To donate £5  

NEWSLETTER VIA EMAIL: 
If you would like the latest newsletter delivered right to your screen every week, 

simply email hornchurchstmmg@brcdt.org and we will add you to our mailing list. 

To donate £10  To donate £20  



SERVICES/ MASS INTENTIONS:

HOSPITAL: If you are going into hospital this week for surgery Fr Mark will be offering the 
Sacrament of the Sick after all Sunday Masses. If a loved one is in hospital and would like pastoral 

care, please let Fr Mark know or contact Helen Miranda on 01708477890
Morning Prayer will be said before all weekday morning Masses at 9am as well as the Rosary after 

Mass. Also, there is Adoration from 8.15am 8.45am on Mon/Tues/Thurs/Fri
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The editors accept no responsibility for factual inaccuracies. Please note the location of the fire exits.

Saturday
Vigil Mass

20th December 6.30pm Helen & Alex Taylor RIP

Sunday
Fourth Sunday of 
Advent

21st December 8.00am Vincent Shannon RIP

9.30am All Parishioners

11.30am

5.00pm Holy Hour with Rosary and Benediction

Monday 22nd December   9.15am Dec d members of the Lenehan family

Tuesday 23rd December  9.15am Christine Franklin Int
7.00pm St Anthony Devotions
7.30pm Joe O RIP

Wednesday

Vigil

24th December   9.15am Gillian Barnes Int
10.00am Confessions
6.30pm The Goggin & McMillan family RIP
9.00pm Marie & Alby Edgley RIP

Thursday
The Nativity of 
the Lord. Holy day 
of Obligation

25th December   8.00am Sister Teresa & Fr Patrick RIP

9.30am All Parishioners
11.30am The Finch & Bray family RIP

Friday
St Stephen, first 
martyr

26th December   10.00am Joseph Ma RIP

Saturday
St John, Ap, Ev

Vigil Mass

27th December 9.15am Michelle Murphy Int

9.45-11.15am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

10.30-11.15am Confessions

5.30-6pm Confessions

6.30pm Kay McEvoy RIP

Sunday
The Holy family 
of Jesus, Mary &
Joseph (A)

28th December 8.00am Grant Cambridge RIP

9.30am Margaret Olaniyan Int

11.30am All Parishioners


