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THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD 
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Today is the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord. With it, the Christmas Season comes to an end. In 

the Liturgy, we do a fast forward of thirty years, to when as a man grown up, Jesus begins His 

Public Ministry. The first event of his public ministry was His baptism in the River Jordan by 

John. As the Gospel tells, it was a revelation of the Blessed Trinity: the Spirit descended like a 

dove and the Father’s voice rang out: This is my Son, the Beloved. The feast makes us think about 

the importance of the beautiful Sacrament of Baptism. Jesus, of course, did not need to be 

baptised; the reason He submitted to John’s Baptism and went down into the waters was for us 

and for our salvation: to make holy the waters of baptism. To baptise means to immerse in water. 

The one baptised is immersed into the death of Christ in order to rise with Him as a new creation. 

As the Catechism says, baptism is the gateway to life in the Spirit. It cleanses us of Original Sin, 

makes us disciples of Christ, members of His Church and fills us with the eternal life of the 

Trinity. It makes us holy. It’s an amazing gift, a living gift, but a gift that needs constant nurture.  
 

FR JOHN HAYES RIP: We are very sorry to inform you that Fr John Hayes (Parish Priest at 

St Mary’s from 1994 to 2011) died peacefully at his Care Home in Ireland on Wednesday 7th 

January. His Requiem Mass took place St Patrick’s Church, Castletown, Gorey, Co Wexford on 

Saturday 10th January, but we hope to have a Memorial Mass for him here. We pray for the repose 

of his soul and the comfort and consolation of his family at this time. May he rest in peace. 
 

PILGRIMAGE TO ROME/ASSISI IN OCTOBER 2026: we are hoping to have a parish 

pilgrimage this year to Rome and Assisi. The dates are not confirmed yet, but we are looking at 

October but outside of the half term holiday which is the last week of October. We will have 

more information later this month, but please register your interest by sending us an email, so as 

to enable us to notify you the moment we have dates/cost and itinerary.  
 

FR JUDE: Fr Jude is away for his annual break from the 8th January until 10th February. We wish 

him a lovely holiday and a well-earned rest. 

http://www.stmaryshornchurch.org.uk/


 

 

POPE LEO’S WED. AUDIENCE ON ‘JESUS OUR HOPE’ JUBILEE 2025:  

Dear brothers and sisters, in our continuing catechesis on the Jubilee theme of “Christ our Hope,” 

we reflect today on the presence of the risen Christ as an unfailing source of hope in our daily 

lives.  Whether we are experiencing moments of joy and serenity, or struggling to overcome the 

suffering caused by difficulty and pain, the human heart unceasingly longs for fulness and 

contentment.  The proclamation of the Easter message stands as a sure anchor: love has 

conquered sin forever, and life triumphs over death.  Jesus, who is now “alive forever and ever,” 

promises to be with us always.  His presence fills our lives with meaning and we discover that 

our yearning for eternity is not only justified, but is now within our reach.  Let us ask the risen 

Lord to help us to recognize his presence in every circumstance, and so experience the victory of 

Easter in our daily lives.   
 

CRIB OFFERINGS:  Many thanks to those who have donated to the crib offerings so far. A 

reminder that the money will go to the Brentwood Catholic Children’s Society.  
 

CFDN: Saturday Morning Club. We have a warm and friendly group of adults with special 

needs who meet here at St Mary’s every Saturday morning.  We are looking for helpers, perhaps 

once a month, to lend a hand or just spend some time socialising with our members.  For further 

information please call Helen Wilson 07368316716 or leave your details with the Parish office.  
 

MUSIC WORKSHOP: On Saturday 31st January at 12noon in the church, we will be having a 

music workshop for the parish. We invite all members of choirs at St Mary’s to attend as well as 

anyone who might be interested in joining us. You will be most welcome. 
 

RELICS OF ST GERARD MAJELLA: Later this month our diocese will host the relics of St 

Gerard Majella at four locations (see poster in porch for details). This is the start of a tour of 

England and Wales to mark his 300th anniversary. Come along and bring your intentions to this 

popular Saint. 
 

ST JOHN BOSCO CHILDRENS’S CAMP: If you are in school year 12 or student age (or any 

age over 17!) you are very welcome to apply at www.boscocamp.co.uk. The application process 

includes references and a DBS check, which we can help with, as well as a training and support 

before and during Camp. The Camp provides over 100 children a week with a summer holiday – 

for many their only holiday. As a volunteer you use your skills in assisting with different sporting 

and fun activities, as well as the practical aspects of camp life. Volunteer for 25th July – 1st 

August or 1st – 8th August. The Camp is a special work of Caritas Diocese of Brentwood and 

also seeks financial donations – all information on the website.  
 

CONTACTLESS CARD DONATION TERMINAL: We now have a self-service, contactless 

card donation terminal. You can use it to make Parish Donations, offertory and second collection 

contributions, and to pay for candles and repository items. The contactless card donation terminal 

also helps you to Gift Aid your donations. For those who are taxpayers, we want to appeal to you 

to consider to Gift Aid your donations, as this will help us claim extra 25% from HMRC at no 

extra cost for you. What this means is that, for every £1 you donate to the church, HMRC gives 

the church 25p extra. The contactless card donation terminal is located in the parish porch. Fr 

Jude will be available to help for those who will need assistance to navigate the contactless card 

donation terminal. 

http://www.boscocamp.co.uk/


 

 

SECOND COLLECTION: There will be a second collection next weekend for Pax Christi. 

MARRIAGE SUPPORT OVER CHRISTMAS: Retrouvaille helps marriages. It can bring 

hope and healing to relationships. Next date: 12th February 2026.  www.retrouvaille.org.uk   Tel: 

07887 296983 

INSTAGRAM: St Mary Mother of God is now on Instagram. We are thrilled to extend our 

community presence to social media, and we invite you all to follow us for updates, news, and 

parish content. This new platform will allow us to connect with more people, share our journey, 

and keep everyone informed about the latest events and activities happening in our parish. Feel 

free to follow us @stmaryshornchurch and engage with our posts. We look forward to seeing 

you there and growing our online community together. 
 

VACANCIES: 

Headteacher – The Bishops’ Church of England and Catholic School, Chelmsford. Deadline for 

applications: 12:00 (noon), Friday 16th January 2026. Start date 1/09/26 

Headteacher- Holy Family Primary School, Benfleet. Deadline for applic: 09:00, Wed 28/1/26 

Headteacher - St Francis Primary School, Braintree. Deadline for applications: 23:59 Sunday 

1st February 2026 
 

PRAYER INTENTIONS: A book has been placed in the Sacred Heart chapel for anyone 

wishing to write down their personal prayer intentions. On Thursday evenings, during our rosary, 

the book will be placed before the statue of Our Lady, where we will pray, asking for Her 

intercession for your intentions and the needs of our parish.  All are most welcome to join us. 
 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK IN OUR PARISH at home and in hospital, especially:  

Ashley Baptist, Angelina Bush, Ruth Carroll, Anna Gawlik, Malcolm Hilton, Evelyn Hughes, 

James Goldfinch, Sajy Joseph, Bill, Paul & Margaret Lodge, Patricia Magson nee Shanahan, 

Lyndsey McCauley, Luiz Eduardo Mota, Margeruite Nolan, Eleanor O'Connell, Baby Shae 

Christy O’Donoghue, Bridget O’Sullivan, Claire Ramm, Phil & Tony Reid, Paul Ridley, Paul 

Hiscock & Anne Sullivan. 
 

FINANCES: You can make a payment into our bank account, either as a one off, by a regular 

Standing Order or by scanning the below QR codes. The details are as follows: 

Account Name:  Catholic Church Hornchurch St. Mary Mother of God 

Account Number: 51019058 

Sort Code:   40-13-22  

 

   

   

  

To donate £5  

NEWSLETTER VIA EMAIL: 

If you would like the latest newsletter delivered right to your screen every week, 

simply email hornchurchstmmg@brcdt.org and we will add you to our mailing list. 
 

To donate £10  To donate £20  

http://www.retrouvaille.org.uk/
https://www.dioceseofbrentwood.net/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/HTAdvert.pdf


 

 

SERVICES/ MASS INTENTIONS: 

 

 

HOSPITAL: If you are going into hospital this week for surgery Fr Mark will be offering the 

Sacrament of the Sick after all Sunday Masses. If a loved one is in hospital and would like pastoral 

care, please let Fr Mark know or contact Helen Miranda on 01708477890 

Morning Prayer will be said before all weekday morning Masses at 9am as well as the Rosary after 

Mass. Also, there is Adoration from 8.15am – 8.45am on Mon/Tues/Thurs/Fri 
Registered Charity No. 234092   Private circulation only. 
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Saturday 
 Vigil Mass 

 

10th January   6.30pm All Parishioners 

Sunday 
The Baptism of 

the Lord 

11th January    8.00am Joaquina De Souza RIP 

9.30am Mary Colman RIP 

11.30am Bridie Ronan RIP 

5.00pm Holy Hour with Rosary and Benediction 

Monday 
 

12th January    9.15am Dec’d members of the Lenehan family, 

Aman Bhargava Int 

Tuesday 

 
 

13th January    9.15am Joe O’Mahoney RIP 

7.00pm St Anthony Devotions plus Adoration 

until 8pm 

Wednesday 
 

14th January     7.15pm Evening Prayer 

7.30pm Paul & Carol Bray Int 

Thursday 
 

15th January     9.15am Vincent & Barbara Payne Int 

9.45-12noon Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 

Friday 
 

16th January     9.15am Lizy Tomy Int 

Saturday 
St Anthony,Ab 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vigil Mass 

 

17th January  9.15am Anthony, Josephine, Paula Camilleri & 

Alfred Farrugia RIP 

9.45-11.15am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 

10.30-11.15am Confessions 

5.30-6pm Confessions 

6.30pm Paddy Mollaghan RIP 

Sunday 
Second Sunday in 

Ordinary Time 

(Peace Day) 

18th January  8.00am John De Souza & Pascoal Lobo RIP 

9.30am Jimmy Stubbs RIP 

11.30am All Parishioners 

5.00pm Holy Hour with Rosary and Benediction 


