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The main events of Christmastide are now behind us, and until Lent, we follow the Sundays of
‘Ordinary Time’. This Second Sunday in Ordinary Time returns to the event of Jesus’s baptism.

In the Gospel, John the Baptist recognizes in Jesus the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of
the world. John bears witness that Jesus truly is the Son of God. In the First Reading, the Prophet
Isaiah speaks of the Servant, whom Christians have long identified with Jesus. He will be a light
for the nations, so that salvation can reach the end of the earth. The Psalmist gives thanks for the
help he has received. He delights in doing God’s will, offering his skills of listening and speaking
to those around him. St Paul, in the Second Reading, greets the young Church in Corinth with
grace and peace from God. This week, we might reflect on the witness that we ourselves give as
Christians, and determine to listen to those around us with an ‘open ear’. We also pray for
salvation and peace to reach everyone throughout the world.

PEACE SUNDAY: Today is Peace Sunday. The Bishops’ Conference encourage us to reflect
on the Pope’s message for the World Day of Peace on the 1st January. Pope Leo’s theme for his
message is 'Peace be with you all: towards an ‘unarmed and disarming’ peace'. On Peace Sunday,
we are having a Second Collection to support Pax Christi’s work which includes promoting
nonviolence as a way of resolving conflict, advocacy and campaigning for peace and peace
education in schools. If you are unable to give on the day, then you can also donate via their
website www.paxchristi.org.uk/product-category/peace-sunday-appeal/

WEEK OF PRAYER FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY 18th to 25th January 2026: we pray in a
special way at this time for unity amongst different Christian denominations.

BLESSING OF THE PARISH HALL: The newly refurbished Parish hall will be blessed after
the 9.30am Mass on Sunday 8" February and there will be a coffee morning held to which all
parishioners are invited.



http://www.stmaryshornchurch.org.uk/

POPE LEO’S WED. AUDIENCE ON ‘JESUS OUR HOPE’ JUBILEE 2025:

Dear brothers and sisters, in our continuing catechesis on Jesus our hope, today we consider
human fraternity and Jesus’ commandment to love one another. Our lives are built upon many
relationships, which we need in order to thrive. When our daily interactions with others are
genuine rather than mere polite formalities, we grow in joy and in love. In this regard, Saint
Francis of Assisi is an excellent example, for he greeted all whom he met as brother or sister.
Saint Francis knew that everyone has the same needs: to be respected, welcomed, heard and
saved. Indeed, this is the Good News and a core tenet of our Christian faith. God’s saving love is
for everyone, no exceptions. Thus, Jesus commands us to imitate his love (cfr. Jn 15:12), so that
we might become sons and daughters of our one Father. As brothers and sisters in Christ, we
build bonds of unity and trust when we support each other and do not turn our backs on those in
need. May the Lord free us from all selfishness and division and renew us in hope that we may
faithfully imitate his generous love for all people.

PARISH FINANCES: The Parish accounts for the year ended 31 March 2025 have been
finalized with the Diocese. During the year, the Parish received income of £222,283, incurred
expenses of £233,616, giving an overall deficit in the year of £11,333. The year end position was
that the Parish had cash reserves of £87,393. Further details are available in the summarised
accounts which are on display in the Church porch and copies are also available to take home
with you.

PILGRIMAGE TO ROME/ASSISI IN OCTOBER 2026: we are hoping to have a parish
pilgrimage this year to Rome and Assisi. The dates are not confirmed yet, but we are looking at
October but outside of the half term holiday which is the last week of October. We will have
more information later this month, but please register your interest by sending us an email, so as
to enable us to notify you the moment we have dates/cost and itinerary.

COFFEE MORNING VOLUNTEERS: If you would like to join the rota to help out at weekly
coffee mornings after the 9.30am Mass, please contact the Parish office. It's a great way to
socialise and meet people. No experience necessary!

HELPERS FOR THE REPOSITORY: We are delighted to be able to open the Repository
shop after more Masses now, but we need a few more helpers please. Don't worry if you haven't
done anything like this before, you will be fully supported and working in small groups. If you
are interested, please contact the Parish office.

TABLE TOP SALE: Will be held on Saturday 28" February from 2pm - 4pm in the Parish Hall.
This will be a wonderful sale of pre-loved items; fancy goods, books, toys, you name it! The
Parish will have several large tables but if you fancy selling your own items, you are welcome to
reserve a table through the Parish office. Refreshments will also be available. Volunteers are
needed to set up from 12.30pm on the day and also to help on stalls. If you are able to help, please
contact the Parish office.

CRIB OFFERINGS: Many thanks to those who have donated to the crib offerings so far. A
reminder that the money will go to the Brentwood Catholic Children’s Society.




MUSIC WORKSHOP: On Saturday 31 January at 12noon in the church, we will be having a
music workshop for the parish. We invite all members of choirs at St Mary’s to attend as well as
anyone who might be interested in joining us. You will be most welcome.

CFDN: Saturday Morning Club. We have a warm and friendly group of adults with special
needs who meet here at St Mary’s every Saturday morning. We are looking for helpers, perhaps
once a month, to lend a hand or just spend some time socialising with our members. For further
information please call Helen Wilson 07368316716 or leave your details with the Parish office.

RELICS OF ST GERARD MAJELLA: Later this month our diocese will host the relics of St
Gerard Majella at four locations (see poster in porch for details). This is the start of a tour of
England and Wales to mark his 300th anniversary. Come along and bring your intentions to this
popular Saint.

ST JOHN BOSCO CHILDRENS’S CAMP: If you are in school year 12 or student age (or any
age over 17!) you are very welcome to apply at www.boscocamp.co.uk. The application process
includes references and a DBS check, which we can help with, as well as a training and support
before and during Camp. The Camp provides over 100 children a week with a summer holiday —
for many their only holiday. As a volunteer you use your skills in assisting with different sporting
and fun activities, as well as the practical aspects of camp life. Volunteer for 25" July — 1%
August or 1% — 8™ August. The Camp is a special work of Caritas Diocese of Brentwood and
also seeks financial donations — all information on the website.

VACANCIES:
Headteacher- Holy Family Primary School, Benfleet. Deadline for applic: 09:00, Wed 28/1/26
Headteacher - St Francis Primary School, Braintree. Deadline for applic: 23:59 Sun 1/2/26

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK IN OUR PARISH at home and in hospital, especially:
Ashley Baptist, Angelina Bush, Ruth Carroll, Anna Gawlik, Malcolm Hilton, Evelyn Hughes,
James Goldfinch, Sajy Joseph, Bill, Paul & Margaret Lodge, Patricia Magson nee Shanahan,
Lyndsey McCauley, Luiz Eduardo Mota, Margeruite Nolan, Eleanor O'Connell, Baby Shae
Christy O’Donoghue, Bridget O’Sullivan, Claire Ramm, Phil & Tony Reid, Paul Ridley, Paul
Hiscock & Anne Sullivan.

FINANCES: You can make a payment into our bank account, either as a one off, by a regular
Standing Order or by scanning the below QR codes. The details are as follows:

Account Name:  Catholic Church Hornchurch St. Mary Mother of God

Account Number: 51019058

Sort Code: 40-13-22

To donate £5 To donate £10 To donate £20

NEWSLETTER VIA EMAIL:
If you would like the latest newsletter delivered right to your screen every week,
simply email hornchurchstmmg@brcdt.org and we will add you to our mailing list.



http://www.boscocamp.co.uk/
https://www.dioceseofbrentwood.net/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/HTAdvert.pdf

SERVICES/ MASS INTENTIONS:

Saturday 17" January 6.30pm Paddy Mollaghan RIP
Vigil Mass
Sunday 18™ January 8.00am John De Souza & Pascoal Lobo RIP
Second Sunday in
Ordinary Ti :
(Pre;;‘:rgay‘)me 9.30am Jimmy Stubbs RIP
11.30am All Parishioners
5.00pm Holy Hour with Rosary and Benediction
Monday 19" January 9.15am Raphael Abikoye Babaoye RIP
Tuesday 20" January 9.15am Dec’d members of the Lenehan family,
Laura, Nana & baby Norie Donovan Int
7.00pm St Anthony Devotions plus Adoration
until Spm
Wednesday |21 January 7.15pm Evening Prayer
StAgnes, VM 7.30pm Peter & Sarah Finch Int
Thursday | 22" January 9.15am Brigid Baigid RIP
10.45am REQUIEM MASS — Bridget Ginty RIP
Friday 23" January 9.15am Michael Mollaghan RIP
Saturday 24" January 9.15am Mary & JJ Corbitt RIP
St Frances de
sales.Bp.D 9.45-11.15am | Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
10.30-11.15am | Confessions
5.30-6pm Confessions
6.30pm Kathleen & Paddy Mollaghan RIP
Vigil Mass
Sunday 25% January 8.00am All Parishioners
Third Sunday in -
ordinary time 9.30am Crisy Joyce RIP
(Sunday of the
word of God) 11.30am Private Int
5.00pm Holy Hour with Rosary and Benediction

HOSPITAL: If you are going into hospital this week for surgery Fr Mark will be offering the
Sacrament of the Sick after all Sunday Masses. If a loved one is in hospital and would like pastoral
care, please let Fr Mark know or contact Helen Miranda on 01708477890

Morning Prayer will be said before all weekday morning Masses at 9am as well as the Rosary after

Mass. Also, there is Adoration from 8.15am — 8.45am on Mon/Tues/Thurs/Fri
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