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THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
Sunday 25" January 2026 — Page 127

Pope Francis on 30™ September, 2019 directed that the Third Sunday of Ordinary Time should
be observed as the Sunday of the Word of God. In a motu proprio entitled Aperuit Illis, the Holy
Father said that the annual date should be “devoted to the celebration, study, and dissemination
of the Word of God.”

Today is also Day Eight, the final day, of the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, January 18-25.
The theme for the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 2026 is taken from Ephesians 4:4, “There
is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to the one hope of your calling.”

The Mass Readings for the Third Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year A:

The First Reading is taken from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah 9:1-4. This reading is another
prophecy, concerning the messianic days, given by Isaiah in the eighth century B.C. It describes
the new era of liberty and joy, which the future Messiah will usher in.

The Second Reading is from the First Letter of Saint Paul to the Corinthians 1:10-13, 17. St Paul
corrects the Corinthians for the pride that was causing them to form factions and divisions.

The Gospel is from St. Matthew 4.:12-23. The prophet Isaiah announced a future of liberation and
great joy for all of Galilee, through the image of light that dispels the darkness in which the people
walk. The Gospel, quoting verbatim the same passage of the prophet Isaiah, presents Jesus as the
Light thus fulfilling Isaiah’s prophecy. He is the light that was promised to dispel the darkness of
sin and to free man from the obscurity in which he is enclosed.

MEMORIAL MASS FOR FR JOHN HAYES RIP: There will be a Memorial Mass for Fr
John Hayes (previous Parish Priest at St Mary’s from 1994 to 2011) on Tuesday 24" February at
7pm, hopefully with some light refreshments afterwards. Mgr Kevin Hale will be the Main
Celebrant and Canon Andrew Headon will be preaching. The chosen date of 24™ February would
have been Fr John’s 90" Birthday, and so, is an appropriate date to celebrate this special Mass
for him.



http://www.stmaryshornchurch.org.uk/
https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/library/view.cfm?recnum=12212
https://www.christianunity.va/content/unitacristiani/en/settimana-di-preghiera-per-l-unita/semaine-de-priere-pour-l-unite-des-chretiens-20241/anglais.html

POPE LEO’S WED. AUDIENCE ON ‘JESUS OUR HOPE’ JUBILEE 2025:

Dear brothers and sisters, in our continuing catechesis on the Jubilee theme of “Jesus Christ our
Hope,” today we consider Christ’s Resurrection and its impact on the challenges of today’s
world, especially in living out integral ecology. If we allow it, Christ’s salvific act can transform
all our relationships: with God, with other people and with creation. Like Mary Magdalene on
Easter morning, who turned around to look at Jesus, we too must allow the seed of Christian hope
to bear fruit, convert our hearts and influence the ways we respond to the issues that we face. As
followers of Jesus, we are called to promote lifestyles and policies that focus on the protection of
human dignity and of all of creation. Let us ask for the grace to see our struggles through the
gaze of the Resurrection and may we influence the world with hope and Easter joy.

BLESSING OF THE PARISH HALL: The newly refurbished Parish hall will be blessed after
the 9.30am Mass on Sunday 8™ February and there will be a coffee morning held to which all
parishioners are invited.

MASS INTENTIONS FOR 2026: Mass intention diary is now open for the months of May to
August 2026.

PARISH FINANCES: The Parish accounts for the year ended 31 March 2025 have been
finalized with the Diocese. During the year, the Parish received income of £222,283, incurred
expenses of £233,616, giving an overall deficit in the year of £11,333. The year end position was
that the Parish had cash reserves of £87,393. Further details are available in the summarised
accounts which are on display in the Church porch and copies are also available to take home
with you.

PILGRIMAGE TO ROME/ASSISI IN OCTOBER 2026: we are hoping to have a parish
pilgrimage this year to Rome and Assisi. The dates are not confirmed yet, but we are looking at
October but outside of the half term holiday which is the last week of October. We will have
more information later this month, but please register your interest by sending us an email, so as
to enable us to notify you the moment we have dates/cost and itinerary.

COFFEE MORNING VOLUNTEERS: If you would like to join the rota to help out at weekly
coffee mornings after the 9.30am Mass, please contact the Parish office. It's a great way to
socialise and meet people. No experience necessary!

HELPERS FOR THE REPOSITORY: We are delighted to be able to open the Repository
shop after more Masses now, but we need a few more helpers please. Don't worry if you haven't
done anything like this before, you will be fully supported and working in small groups. If you
are interested, please contact the Parish office.

TABLE TOP SALE: Will be held on Saturday 28" February from 2pm - 4pm in the Parish Hall.
This will be a wonderful sale of pre-loved items; fancy goods, books, toys, you name it! The
Parish will have several large tables but if you fancy selling your own items, you are welcome to
reserve a table through the Parish office. Refreshments will also be available. Volunteers are
needed to set up from 12.30pm on the day and also to help on stalls. If you are able to help, please
contact the Parish office.




CRIB OFFERINGS: Many thanks to those who have donated to the crib offerings so far. A
reminder that the money will go to the Brentwood Catholic Children’s Society.

CFDN: Saturday Morning Club. We have a warm and friendly group of adults with special
needs who meet here at St Mary’s every Saturday morning. We are looking for helpers, perhaps
once a month, to lend a hand or just spend some time socialising with our members. For further
information please call Helen Wilson 07368316716 or leave your details with the Parish office.

ST JOHN BOSCO CHILDRENS’S CAMP: Ifyou are in school year 12 or student age (or any
age over 17!) you are very welcome to apply at www.boscocamp.co.uk. The application process
includes references and a DBS check, which we can help with, as well as a training and support
before and during Camp. The Camp provides over 100 children a week with a summer holiday —
for many their only holiday. As a volunteer you use your skills in assisting with different sporting
and fun activities, as well as the practical aspects of camp life. Volunteer for 25" July — 1°
August or 1% — 8™ August. The Camp is a special work of Caritas Diocese of Brentwood and
also seeks financial donations — all information on the website.

VACANCIES:
Headteacher - St Francis Primary School, Braintree. Deadline for applic: 23:59 Sun 1/2/26

PLEASE PRAY Peter John Perry, who died aged 95 on 7th January 2026 after a short illness.
We pray for the repose of his soul and the comfort and consolation of his family.

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK IN OUR PARISH at home and in hospital, especially:
Ashley Baptist, Angelina Bush, Ruth Carroll, Anna Gawlik, Malcolm Hilton, Evelyn Hughes,
James Goldfinch, Sajy Joseph, Bill, Paul & Margaret Lodge, Patricia Magson nee Shanahan,
Lyndsey McCauley, Luiz Eduardo Mota, Margeruite Nolan, Eleanor O'Connell, Baby Shae
Christy O’Donoghue, Bridget O’Sullivan, Claire Ramm, Phil & Tony Reid, Paul Ridley, Paul
Hiscock & Anne Sullivan.

FINANCES: You can make a payment into our bank account, either as a one off, by a regular
Standing Order or by scanning the below QR codes. The details are as follows:

Account Name:  Catholic Church Hornchurch St. Mary Mother of God

Account Number: 51019058

Sort Code: 40-13-22

To donate £5 To donate £10 To donate £20

NEWSLETTER VIA EMAIL:
If you would like the latest newsletter delivered right to your screen every week,
simply email hornchurchstmmg@brcdt.org and we will add you to our mailing list.



http://www.boscocamp.co.uk/
https://www.dioceseofbrentwood.net/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/HTAdvert.pdf

SERVICES/ MASS INTENTIONS:

Saturday 24™ January 6.30pm Kathleen & Paddy Mollaghan RIP
Vigil Mass
Sunday 25" January 8.00am All Parishioners
Third Sunday in
Ordinary ti :
( Sﬁl;‘(‘lz;yoggfe 9.30am Crisy Joyce RIP
Word of God) 11.30am Private Int
5.00pm Holy Hour with Rosary and Benediction
Monday 26™ January 9.15am Bridget McDonagh RIP
St Timothy &
Titus,Bpp
Tuesday 27" January 9.15am Dec’d members of the Lenehan family,
Richard Hatton RIP, Kevin & Tracey
Lenehan Int
7.00pm St Anthony Devotions plus Adoration
until 8pm
Wednesday | 28% January 7.15pm Evening Prayer
A D 7.30pm Joe O’Mahoney RIP
Thursday 29 January 9.15am Andrew Shanahan RIP
9.45-12noon Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
Friday 30™ January 9.15am Igwemadu family Int
Saturday 31% January 9.15am Maxine Beaufond RIP
St John Bosco,Pr
9.45-11.15am | Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
10.30-11.15am | Confessions
5.30-6pm Confessions
Vigil Mass 6.30pm All Parishioners
Sunday 1% February 8.00am Michael & Maureen Harrington RIP
Fourth Sunday in x
Ordinary time 9.30am Eileen Newell RIP
11.30am Catherine & Hugh Lennon RIP
5.00pm Holy Hour with Rosary and Benediction

HOSPITAL: If you are going into hospital this week for surgery Fr Mark will be offering the
Sacrament of the Sick after all Sunday Masses. If a loved one is in hospital and would like pastoral
care, please let Fr Mark know or contact Helen Miranda on 01708477890

Morning Prayer will be said before all weekday morning Masses at 9am as well as the Rosary after

Mass. Also, there is Adoration from 8.15am — 8.45am on Mon/Tues/Thurs/Fri
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